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From the Universalist Magazine. 
REMARKS ON 2 PETER II. 12. 

“But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be 
taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that 
they understand not, and shall utterly perish in their 
own corruption.” 

In the dispute, which I lately held witha clergy- 
man of this city, on the subject of a future state of 
retr'e@ition, he seemed to rely as much on this pas- 
sage for proof of such a state in the future world, 
as any which he adduced. {n fact, this passage and 
that recorded Matt. x. 28, which is as follows: 
“And fear not them which kill the body, but are 
not able to kill the soul; but rather fear him which 
is able to destroy both soul and body in hell,” were 
evidently his greatest supports; so that when these 
seemed to fail, the confidence of my opponent evi- 
dently gave away. 

It was with much apparent confidence, that this 
advocate for future punishment brought forward 
these passages. Respecting that in Matt. x. he sta- 
ted that it was a threatening, and that it cannot be 
supposed that the divine Being would threaten any 
thing which he would in no case execute. My 
telling him that the Saviour referred to the divine 
power, and not to the divine will; and that this 


view of the passage was suppotted hy the words of 


Christ, Matt. xxvi. 53, 54,“ Thinkest thou that I 
cannot now pray to my Father, ad he shall pres- 
ently give me more than twelve legions of angels? 
But how then shall the Scriptures be fulfitled, that 
thus it must be 2” did not seem to satisfy him at all. 
He still continued to assert that the passage con- 
tained athreatening. But when } asked him, if he 
really believed that Jesus meant to threaten his dis- 
ciples with the destruction of both their souls and 
bodies in hell, and that there was in fact real danger 
that this threatening would be executed on them, he 
for a moment paused—and finally answered in the 
negative. He contended, however, that although 
Christ did not mean tothreaten his disciples with 
the destruction of both their souls and bodies an 
hell, be meant that they shonkd hold up such a 
threatening to others. This did not seem to satisfy 
his awn mind, nor did it satisfy the minds of those 
who heard the conversation. 

Ithen stated to him what appeared to me the 
amount of the passage, as he would have it ander- 
stood, as foliows: Jesus meant to impress on the 
mitids of his disciples a sense of their condition. 
They were to be sent forth as “sheep in the midst 
of wolves.” Their eneinies would be as cruel to 
their bodies as bessts of prey; but all the torture 
and gruelty which they would receive from the ene- 








mies of the gospel, could not be compared with 
what they were in danger of receiving from God! 
My opponent now began to manifest a desire to 
leave the passage. But I was not quite ready my- 
self to disiniss it. 1 asked him, if a man’s body 
were destroyed, whether he would have any borly ? 
The answer was in the negative. The next ques- 
tion came of course ; If a man’s sou! were destroy- 
ed, whether he would have any soni? By this time 
it was discovered that in room of proving that men 
will be punished in the future state, the passage 
does not afford the least proof that any of Adam's 
posterity will even exist in a future state! 

The passage in Peter, which heads this article, 
when we came to examine it, was found equally 
destitute of power to prove either existence or pun- 
ishment in the fature world, My opponent ear- 
nestiy contended that to utterly perish was to perish 
endlessly. But being reminded, that those of whom 
the Apostle spake were utterly to perish in thpir 
own coruption, and tnat their corrupiion must be 
as durable as their perished state, he was under the 
necessity of an effort directed to give endless per- 
petuity to their corruption, and for this purpose 
said, that their sins were their corruption. But on 
examination it was fouud that covetousness and 
adultery were the sins which the Apostle laid to 
their charge. My. antagonist was not willing to 
allow that these sins would be practised in the fu- 
ture, eternal world. 

In Deut. vii. 2, we are informed that the Israel- 
ites were commanded utterly to destroy the seven 
nations of Canaan; but who supposes that they 
were commanded to destroy them in the future, 
eternal world ? 

I will conclude this article with a request to all 
our Christian brethren, who think it their duty to 
maintain the doctrine of future rewards and pun- 
ishments, duly to consider that in order to prove 
this doctrine by the Scriptures, they must make 
use of such passages as will evidently prove that 
man will exist in a future state. 

Suppose, for a case, it is said that a certain per- 
son has been executed in one of the meeting- 
houses in Boston. As this would be, to all,a very 
strange statement, it would be discredited. But he 
who reports the story, says he has ample proof of 
ihe fact. He goes on to state his evidence. .He 
proves that there was once such a person in the city 
of London, as he says, was executed in one of the 
churches in Boston. He further proves that this 
person committed murder in London; but says he 
has never been able to prove that he was executed 
there, and therefore, the conclusion is evident, that 

















































ae 






= remem 


a 





—— 
- 











“ 





- 





— 


186 


GOSPEL 


he was executed in one of the ehurches in this city ! 
He is asked whether he can prove that this man was 
ever in Boston? or ever committed a crime in this 
country? To these questions he answers in the 
negative. 
no one of the truth of the statement; and such ar- 
gument ought not to be used to prove that men will 


Such argument as this would convince 


be punished in any state where they will commit no 

crimes. 

As our Unitarian brethren now seem to reject us 
on the ground of our vot believing with them im u 
future state of punishment, we earnestly call on 
them to give us their reasons for believing such 
doctrine. And we wish to remind them that no 
scripture, which does not prove that man will exist 
ina future state, can possivly prove that he will 
there be punished. H. B. 

——— 

Although the following is not directly on the sub- 
ject of religion, it is so grateful to the public 
taste to preserve every fragment, which, in any 
way, presents us with Dy. Franklin’s genius, that 
we band it to our readers, Univ. Mag. 

INSTINCT. 

Dr. Franklin, after the decease of his father, re- 
turned to Boston, in order to pay his respects to his 
mother, who resided in that city. He had been ab- 
sent some years, and at that period of life, when the 
greatest and most rapid alteration is made in the 
human appearagce ; at a time when the querulous 
voice of the stripling assumes the commanding 
tonc of the adult, and the smiling features of youth 
are succeeded by the strong lines of manhood. The 
Doctor was sensible such was the alteration of his 
person, that his mother could not know himexcept 
by that tastinct, which it is believed can cause a 
mother’s heart to beat most violently in the pre- 
sence of a child, and poi the maternal eye, with 
quick and sudden glance, toa beloved son. 

To discover the existence of this instinct by ac- 
tual experience, the Doctor resolved to introduce 
himself, as a stranger, to his mother, and to watch 
narrowly for the momernft in which she should dis- 
cover her sou, and then to determine, with the cool 
precision of a philosopher, whether the discovery 
was the effect of that instinct of affectiono—that in- 
tuitive love—that innate attachment, which is con- 
jectured to cement relatives of the same blood ; and 
which, byaccording the passions of parent and child, 
like a well-tuned viol, would at the first touch cause 
them to vibrate in unison, and at once evince that 
they were different chords of the same instrument. 

On a sullen chilly day in the month of January, 
in the afternuon, the Doctor knocked at his mo- 
ther’s door, and asked to speak with Mrs. Franklin. 
He found the old lady knitting betoie the parlour 
fire—introduced himself, and observing that he un- 
derstood that she entertained travellers, requested a 
night’s lodging. She eyed him with that cold look 
of disapprobation which most people assume when 
they imagine themselves insulted, by being suppo- 
sed to exercise an employwent but one degree be- 
low their real occupation in life—assured him that he 
had been misinformed—that she did not keep ta- 
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vern ; bat that it was true, to oblige some Members 
of the legislature, she took a number of them into 
her family during the session; that she bad four 
members of the Council and six of the House 0, 
Representatives, who then boarded with her, that 
ail her beds were full; and then betook herself 1, 
knitting, with that intense application which ex. 
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pressed, as forcibly as aetion could do, if you have 
concluded your business, the sooner you leave the 
house the better. But upon the Doctor’s Wrapping 
his coat around him, affecting to shiver with eojd. 
and observing it was very ehilly weather, she point 
ed to a chair, and gave him leave to warm himse! 
The entrance of her boarders precluded furt) 
conversation—collee wassoon scived, and the D 
tor partook with the family. To the coffee, accor, 
ing to the good old custom of the times, sueceede; 
a plate of pippins, pipes, and a paper of tobace: 
when the whole family formed a cheerful saroking 
semicirele beiore the fire. Perhaps no man ey. 
possessed the colloquial powers to a more fascin 
ting degree than Dr. Franklin, aud never was ther: 
an occasion when he displayed those powers to 
greater advantage than at thistime. He drew 1} 
attention of the company by the solidity of |i 
modest remarks—instructed them by the varied 
new, and striking lights m which he placed his sub 
jects, and delighted them with apt and amusinz 
anecdotes. Titus employed, the hours passed me: 
rily along until eight o’clock, when, punctual to 
Busied 
with her household atfairs, she fancied the intruding 


moment, Mrs. Franklin announced supper. 


stranger had quitted the house immediately af 
coffee, and it was with difficulty she could 1 
strain her resentment when she saw him withon 
hesitation, seat himself at the table with the free 
dom of aanember of the family. 

Tnmediate ly after sapper she called an elderly ger 
tleman, a meumber of the council, in whom she was 
accustomed to confide, to another 100m—complais 
ed bitterly of the rudeness of the stranger—tol 
the manner of his introduction to the house—ob- 
served that he appeared hke an outlandish man; 
and, she thought, bad something very suspicious | 
his appearance—concluding by soherting he: 
friend's advice with respect to the way in which sb 
could most easily sid herself of his presence, The 
old gentleman assured ler, that the stranger 
certainly a young man of education, and to all aj 
pearance a gentleman; that, perhaps, being 1 
agreeable company, be had paid no attention to the 
lateness of the hour; and advised her to call hin 
aside and repeat to him her inability to lodge hiw 
She accordingly sent her maid to lim, and then win 
as much temper as she could command, recapiiu- 
lated the situation of her family ; observed that it 
grew late, and mildly intimated that he would cd 
well to seek himself a lodging. The Doctor re 
plied that he would by no means inconmode her fa 
mily ; but that with her leave he would sincke ove 
pipe more with her boarders, and then retire. | 

He returned to the company, filled his pipe, an/ 
with the first whiff his powers returned with double 
force. He recounted the hardships—he extolle« 
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the piety and policy of their ancestors. A gentle- 
man present mentioned the subject of the day’s de- 
bate in the house of representatives. A bill had 
been introduced to extend the prerogatives of the 
royal governor.—The Doctor immediately entered 
upon the subject—supported the colonial rights with 
new and forcible arguments—was familiar with the 
names of the influential men in the house, when 
Dudiey was governor—tecited their speeches, and 
applauded the noble defence of the chamber of its 
rights. 

During a discourse so appropriately interesting 
to the company, no wonder the clock struck eleven, 
unperceived by the delighted circle; and was it 
wonderful that the patience of Mis. Franklin grew 
quite exhausted? She now entered the room, and, 
before the whole company, with much warmth, told 
him plainly, she thought herself imposed upon; 
observed it was true, she was alone woman, but 
that she had frends who would protect her, and 
concluded by insisting on his leaving the house. 
The Doctor made a slight apology, deliberately put 
on his great coat and hat, took polite leave of the 
company, and approached the street door, lighted 
by the maid, and attended by the mistress. While 
the Doctor and his companions had been enjoying 
themselves within, a most tremendous snow storm 
nad, without, filled the streets knee deep; and no 
svoner had the maid litted the latch, than a roaring 
north-easter forced epen the door, extinguished the 
light, and almost filled the eutry with drifted snow 
andhail. As soon as it was velighted, the Doctor 
cast a wolul louk towards the door, and thas ad- 
dressed his mother. My dear Madam, can you turn 
me out in this dreadtul storm? Tama stranger in 
this town, and shall certainly perish in the streets, 
You look like a charitable lady. I should not think 
vou would turn a dog from your door on this tem- 
pestuous night. Donut tell me of charity, said the 
Tended matron; charity begins at home.—lIt is 
your own faule you tarvied so long. To be plain 
with you, Str, I do nut like your looks or your con- 
duct; and I fear you lave some bad design in thus 
introduemng yvourseli ta wy faaily, 

‘Lhe warmth of Uhis parley had drawn the com- 
pany fromthe parlour, aud by their united inter- 
ference, the stranger was permitted to lodge in the 
house; and as no bed could be had, he consented 
forest on an easy chair before the parlour fire. 
Aithough tte boarders appeared to confide per- 
tectly in the sttanger’s honesty, it was not so with 
Mrs. Franklin. With suspicious caution she ecol- 
jected ber silver spoons, pepper-box, and porringer, 
from her closet; and alter secusing ber parlour 
dour by sticking @ fork over the latch, carried the 
plate to her chamber—charged the negro man to 
sleep with his clouhes on—to take the great lever to 
bed with him, and to awaken and seize the vagrant 
atthe first noise he made in attempting to plunder 
the house. Having thus taken every precaution, 
she retired to bed with ber maid, whom she com- 
pelled to sleep in her room. 

Mes. Franklin rose belore the sun, roused her do- 
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ably surprised to find her guest quietly sleeping on 
his own chair. A sudden transition from extreme 
distrust to perfect. confidence was natural. She 
awakened him with a cheerful good morning ; inqui- 
red how he rested ; invited him to partake of he: 
breakfast, which was always served previous to that 
of her boarders. And pray, sir, said the lady as 
she sipped her chocolate, as you appear to be a 
stranger here, to what distant country do you be 

long? I, Madam, belong to the city of Philadel- 
phia. At the mention ef Philadelphia, the Docto; 
declared, he for the first time perceived any emo- 
tion iu her. Philadelphia! said she, and all the 

mother suffused her eye: if you live in Philadel- 

phia, perhaps you know our Ben. Who, madam ? 
Why, Ben Franklin—my Ben. Ol! he is the dear- 

est child that ever blest amoiher! What, said the 

Doctor, Ben Franklin, the printer, your son? why 

he is iny most intimate friend: he and T lodge in 
the same room. Ol! God forgive me, said the old 
lady, raising her watery eyes to heaven-—and have 
I suffered an acquaintance of our Ben to sleep in 
this hard chair, while Lmyself rested on a good bed ! 

How the Doctor discovered himself to his mo 
ther he has not informed us; but from the above 
experiment, he was firmly convinced, aud was often 
afterward heard to declare, that natural affection 
does not exist. 

Nole.—We presume by natural affertion, Dr. F. 
signified something different from Paul's meaning, 
when he wrote of those who were “ without natu- 
ral affection.” It was certainly very much accord 
ing to nature for Mrs. Frauklin to regard her son 
with feelings of affection. But, when a change had 
been produced in hei son’s appearance, and his con 
dct became decidedly that of a stranger, in his 
mother’s house and pre sence, it was, we think, very 
natural for her to treat him as such. Eo. Gos. Her 

——- 
FOR THE GUSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—Wad your coriespondent M., while 
speaking of the “presumption and folly” of others, 
manifested a litte more wisdom himself, [ should 
wave been spared the tiouble of making, and he 
the mortification of witnessing, an exposition of the 
absurdities obtraded upon us in his dictation. His 
words lead us to conclude, that he considers all the 
arguments, which have been made in the Herald, 
on the resurrection, materialism, &c., worse than 
useless. Now, if he was serous in his “ opinions,” 
in relation to the discussion and the subjects of it; 
where, I would ask, is the propriety of his coming 
forward at this late hour, after the controversy be- 
tween Veritas and Amana had ceased, in a manner 
that is calculated to revive the subject? He is ur- 
vent to have “these speculative and obscure points” 
dispensed with to make room for “more profitable 
subjects,” which he says (though he does not tell us 
what subjects) “ are pressing upon us,” while at the 
same moment he commences catechising us indi- 
vidually, relative to the proofs and disproofs of what 
he himself cousiders impossibilities!” Did be ex 
pect us to answer his qneries, or attempt to answe 





Mestics, unfastened the parlour door, and was agree- 


them ? If so, must we not use the columus of the 
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Herald in doing it, and thus occupy the very place 
he is so anxious to have cleared, to make room for 
his procession of “ profitable subjects 2” Who can 
reconcile such incongruities? But these are not 
all—He has intimated that it is the height of pre- 
sumption and folly to write or Speak on any topic, 
until we be able to “prove the fact!” That we 
should cease from honest inquiry on subjects of 
universal interest, because there are readers in the 
world, who areas wise as the writers! Alas! frail is 
man ! but, “ Charity hopeth all things ;” and I hope 
that something profitable may result from all this. 

My object has been, to inculcate the principles ot 
truth; and I would seriously inform M. that it has 
never been my ‘*‘ folly” (1 speak for myself) to at- 
tempt a proof, strictly, of what God Almighty is. 
Ihave, however, taken the liberty of expressing my 
belief of what he is not; and, asa free citizen o/ 
the world, this liberty I still claim. {t is my legi- 
" timate right.—The press, I trust, is not to be barred 
against free inquiry into subjects of the deepest in- 
terest to mankind. If it is, then farewell to civil 
and religidtis liberty! Farewell, “Happy land!” 

M. has asked Amana and others, “ whether they 
suppose, they have succeeded in proving that God 
does not inhere in caloric and oxygen?” To this I 
answer, Yes; I think we have succeeded; and feel 
persuaded that every reader, whose mind is not ob- 
scured from the light of truth and rational philoso- 
phy by a “ veil ;” and who has given tothe subject 
an attention commensurate with its high importance 
to the whole htiman creation ; every stich reader, I 
think, will lifthis voice with us in the affirmative. 

M. thinks it “imposdible” to disprove the notion 
that God is perpetually in union with caloric and 
oxygen. I would request his attention to a passage 
in the word of God, which had previotisly esca- 
ped my notice. In 1st Kings, 19th Chapter it reads 
thus—* And he said; ‘ Go forth and stand upon the 
mount before the Lord. And, behold, the Lord 
passed by, and a great and strong wind* rent the 
nrountain, and brake in pieces the’rocks before the 
Lord ; but the Lord was not in the wind ; and after 
the wind a earthqdake; but the Lord was fiot 
in the earthquake ;¢ and after the earthquake a 
fire;t but the Lord was not in the fire: and after 
the fire a still small voice. And it was so, that 
when Elijah heatd it, he wrapped his face in his 
mantle.” This text is so directly in point, and the 
force and weight of the testimony so overwhelm- 
ing, that it crushes the rpon of Marertauists 
to atoms, And itis hoped the still small voice wii! 
find its way into the ears and understanding of eve- 
ry reader, who is yet halting betwixt two opinions, 
and there whisper conViction, and enable him to 
exclaim, “ T’'he Lord, he is God,” AMANA. 

—<j>—- 
From th? Boston Universalist Magazine. 
MISSIONARY BEGGING. 
The New-Hampshire Repository of March 4th, 





* No wind without oxygen. 

} This agrees with my illustrations with the bullet ani 
watch, in No. 15. ‘ 

t No fire without both caloric and oxygen. 





1826, some friend has sent me, directing my atten. 
tion to a lengthy piece, having the following heag - 
PRIZE TRACT. 

The duty of Professors of Religion, to consecrate 
their property to the spread of the Gospel. By Par. 
son Dantex A. Ciark. 

Who my friend is, who sent me this paper, J 
know not, but have no doubt he desires that some 
remarks on the Parson gentleittan’s arguments bg 
published in the Magazine. Whether any thing 
like reasoning on such subjects is of any benefit, js 
rather doubtful. People who make a proper use of 
their reason certainly do not need to have the ip- 
conclusiveness of such arguments pointed out; and 
those whose piety is at variance with reason are not 
likely to be benefited by arguments which reason 
dictates. 

I will, however, submit a few queries relative to 
some of the reasons which Mr. Ciark offers to 
prove that Christians ought to consecrate their pro- 
perty to Missionary purposes. 

The first reason which he offers is, that “ the earth 
isthe Lord’s, and the fulness thereof.” Aud he pro- 
ceeds to show that all things absolutely belong to 
God, by the fact that we are possessed of nothing 
that we dre sure cf holding for any length of time. 
As these principles are evidently correct, the writer 
felt sure that his inference would be supported by 
them ; but who, that allows reason to have any voice 
in the case, can avoid seeing that his inference has 
no proper relation to his premises? For instance, 
suppose I tindertake to prove that the people of this 
city ought to place the whole of their estates at my 
disposal, in order to assist me in bearing the et- 
penses of the divine Spirit across the ocean, to In 
dia; that its holy operations may be carried on in 
the hearts of those whom I call heathen: and in 
order to prove this, I state that “the earth is the 
Lord’s ant! the fulness thereof:” Would any one 
deny the truth of the reason which I offer? No. 
But would any one believe that I had proved what 
I undertook to prove? © -: but many would be- 
lieve that I was er ane or blasphemously per- 
verse. Bul coy . tu expostulate with the peo- 
ple, who withhold their property, and I tell them 
that they have nothing that they are certain of pos 
sessing to-morrow, and therefore they ought to give 
all they have to me, for the holy purpose above na- 
med; ts there a reasonable person in the city who 
would be convinced by such argument? By no 
means. 

Let us now go to this writer’s premises, and see 
what inference they afford. 

“ The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof. 
We have nothing to-doy that we are sure of possess- 
ing to-morrow.” 

All this being granted, it follows that God is, al- 
ready, in possession of all things, and needeth not 
what we should give him. It follows, that we have 
nothing to give him. It is he who giveth to us all 
things richly to enjoy. 

With a design to frighten people to give their 
property into the hands of the clergy, this writer 
cites the instances of God’s destroying the old 
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world, burning the cities of the plain, the ruin of 
ancient monarchies, the destruction of merchandise 
at sea, Sc. ic. and comes to the following conclu- 
sion: 

“ Perhaps the aggregate of property, lost by the 
various calamities that God has sent upon this 
world, would have exactly met the claims he made 
upon its charity.” 

Sis evidently means that all which God has de- 
stroyed, by the calamities which he has sent on 
mankind, he so destroyed because people withheld 
it from his service. There is something here wor- 
thy of some inquiry. How happens it that the Su- 
preme Ruler of the universe, who is himself a 
spirit, cannot exert as direct and as efficient influ- 
ence on the minds and dispositions of his creatures, 
as he does on their bodies and on material substan- 
wes? It seems that Mr. Clark’s god, with the assist- 
ance of his old friend, the devil, can drown the 
world, can burn Gp cities, raise storms and tempests 
at sea, and destroy property to any amount, can 
send all manner of plagues on the inhabitants of 
the earth; but can make no advances towards turn- 
ing their hearts, only by the assistance of the cler- 
gy, and by them no farther than money bears the 
expense! If such doctrine be not PaiesTCRAFT, 
then Baal never had a priest on the earth. 

If our clergy would be consistent, let them tell 
the people, that the heathen must all starve to 
death, if we do not send the means into their coun- 
tries of raising provisions ; that they have no sun- 
shine, no rain, no seed time nor harvest; that it is 
our duty to send missionaries as quick as possible to 
give those wretched people the blessings of life. 
Has our Creator made better provision for the com- 
fort of men’s bodies, than he has for their minds? 
Has he provided more amply for our temporary en- 
joyments, than for ott eternal happiness? If this 
be the case, then he has set us an example; and 
who can be blamed for conforming to it ? 

Mr. Clark asks the question: “ Will God send 
them the Gespel by miracle 2” and answers; “ Vo.” 
What follows? It follows that God had rather the 
heathen should all go to hell, than to exert his pow- 
#r to save them! But our clergy are made of ten- 
derer stuff; they are willing todo every thing in 
their power to save the poor heathen, if the people 
will give them plenty of money! What blessed, 
kind-hearted creatures they are! God has the 
power to save the heathen, but will not; the clergy 
have the will, but lack the power. Who is most 
worthy to be worshipped ? Answer, the clergy ; and 
this worship is what they want. This and the mo- 
ney that goes with it, are all that they want. 


H. B. 
—=j>—— 
yom Jewett’s Christian Researches in the Mediter- 
ranean. 


FUNERAL SERVICE OF THE GREPKS. 
In Smyrna, long funeral processions are perform- 
ed by the Greeks; and the publicity of this Chris- 
tian rite seemsreverentiy to be allowed in the mids: 
of their Mussuiman oppressors, Visiting, os one 





occasion, the learned master of the public schoel, 
Economus the presbyter, our conversation was inter- 
rupted by the approach of the procession of a de- 
ceased Greek over whom Economus was to preacts 
a funeral sermon, in the adjoining metropolitan 
church. I went with him. It was very affecting 
to see the corpse lying in an open coffin, with the 
ordinary dress of life; that is, the loose flowing 
Greek robes ; on his head, the kalpac, a large and 
cumbrous head dress, commonly worn; and the 
face exposed. The sight made me shudder; and 
so did the indifference, which habit has produced 
on the minds of the by-standers. 

Economus preached a sermon of twenty minutes 
length. He spoke of the dead in an Attic style of 
compliment, under the title of the blessed. He con- 
cluded his sermon, by breaking out into that awful 
service which the Greek Church has for the dead, 
and in which the congregation in a murmuring 
voice joined. It is an invitation to relatives and 
friends to bid their final adieu :— 

* Come, brethren, and let us give the last em- 
brace to the deceased, thanking God! He hath 
left his kindred—he is borne to the grave no longer 
heeding the things of vanity, and of the burden- 
some flesh. Where now are kindred and friends ? 
Now we are separated: whom let us pray the Lord 
to take to his rest! 

“What a separation, O brethren!—What wo, 
what wailing on the present change!—Come then, 
let us embrace him who a little while ago was with 
us. He is consigned to the grave—he is covered 
with a stone—his abode is with darkness—he is bu- 
ried with the dead! Now we are separated : whont 
let us pray the Lord to take to his rest! 

“ Now all the evil and vain festivity of life is dis- 
sclved: for the spirit hath. left its tabernacle—the 
clay has become black—the vessel is broken, 
speechless, void of fecling, dead, motionless: whom 
consigned to the grave, let us pray the Lord to give 
him rest for ever. 

“Truly, like a flower, and asa vapour, and ase 
morning dew, is our life. Come then, let us look 
down narrowly intothe grave. Where is the come- 
liness of the body, and where is youth? Whereare 
the eyes, and the beauty of the flesh’ All are 
withered like grass—all are vanished: Come then, 
let us fall before Christ in tears. 

“Looking upon the dead laid out, let us all take 
account of our last change ; for this man is carried 
forth, as smoke from the earth—as a flower he is 
withered—as grass he is cut down—swathed in a 
winding sheet—covered with earth ;—whom leav- 
ing, now tobe no more seen, let us pray to Christ 
that he will grant to him eternal rest. 

“Come hither, ye descendants of Adam! let us 
behold committed to thé earth one who was of our 
likeness—al} his comeliness cast away—dissolved 
in the grave—food for worms—in darkness—co- 
vered with earth ! 

“Come hither, brethren, to the grave, and see 
the ashes and dust of which we are forme’. Whi- 
ther now go we? And what have webeen? What 
is the poor or the rich; or what is the master or the 
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free? Are we not allashes? The beauty of the 
countenance is wasted, and death has utterly with- 
ered the flower of youth.” 
—~—>—— 
THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM. 


‘———Suddenly a star arose, 


It was the Star of Bethlehem. 


it was my guue, my light, my all, 
It bade my dark forebodings cease, 
And through the storms of danger’s thrall 
It led me to the port of peace 
H. K. White. 
Our state in this vale of tears is a mixed one. 
Life may be likened to the winds, ever shifting and 
never alike. Sometimes it appears as calm as sum- 
mer evenings are, and again storms and tempests 
hequer its even surface, darkening every pros- 
pectand rendering scenes once bright and joyous 


But 


even over all these scenes there is one star seen to 


xioomy and bleak as the caverns of death. 
brighten. In the absence of all that renders life 
tolerable in weal or wo, in joy or sorrow, it still 
beams out alone unchanged and undimmed as 
though it had found its way from the galaxy of the 
third heavens. It stands out in peerless beauty, dis- 
pensing its blessed light at all times and at all sea- 
sons, flinging its hallowed though not brilliant rays, 
across the path of the wildered ones, and even in 
our sunniest moments when it is forgotten and we 
steer wide of its heavenly direction, still it seems to 
twinkle near the blazing orb that burns when pros- 
perity mules the destiny of the hour.—This is the 
star of Bethlehem. It marches before us, shooting 
downwards its golden brightness, and then again it 
plays like a thing of life athwart the distant vista, 
that had for a brief moment shut in, black and dark 
asmidnight. O what heart-rending sensations per- 
vade the torn lacerated bosom of the afflicted when 
they see the gigantic shadings of life’s fitful pic- 
ture, cover for days this pole-star of their hopes! 
Dark, dark, all 
vayed in the pomp and glitter of this world’s splen- 


are present things, though ar- 


dour. 
than ever startled ocean’s hardiest sons. 


In its absence, a night reigns more horrible 
Bat O, 
who can describe the ecstatic joys, which inspire 
those who have groped their way for years without 
one cheering beam of hope or spark of glimmering 
day, when they come out upon prospects touched 
with divine penciling, lighted with this star of 
peace, the harbinger of all God’s promised bless- 
ings! With what unutterable satisfaction and 
pleasure they gaze upon this token of a Saviour’s 
love, as it lights them along in the path of duty, and 
walking in its brightness ushers them into the pre- 
sence of him who lit it up in the moral heavens to 


be our guide to endless bliss. Dower Gaz. 
—p>— 
THE PRESENT TIME. 

That we now live in a peculiar period, facts 
which are daily disclosing themselves, suffieiently 
show. The religious sects and persuasions, which 
have all along acted with an almost single eye to 
their respective interests, and have been unitedly 





and harmoniously engaged in the advancement of 


_— - —_ ——————___——X__ 
their cause, are now, scarcely without an exception, 
at variance among themselves, and seem like unto 
a reed shaken by the wind. For the first time they 
begin to see, what devotion to their particular sect 
would not permit them to see before, that something 
is wanting to constitute the society of which they 
are members, that holy and peculiar people, among 
whom the Lord will delight to place his name, and 
under whose banner ail other sects and persuasions 
must one day come, in order to be right. They also 
begin to doubt, each and all, whether, as sects, that 
purity and integtity which they once possessed will 
ever be restored among them. These views and 
sentiments have lessened that bigoted attachment 
and undue partiality towards a particular society, 
which have so long existed among the various de- 
nominations of professing Christians. 
dition only are they prepared to examine and judge 
impartially ; and there are now numbers in every 
religious community who see so many evils in their 
respective communities, that they would readily 
come out from among them, did they know wheie 
to go, or how they could better their condition, 
Unfortunately this isa knowledge unto which they 
have not yet attained, for up to this time almost 
every individual has an idea that he must be con- 
nected with some particular sect—simply to bea 
disciple of Christ, to sincerely aim to do his will, 
and obey his precepts, is not considered to be suffi 

cient. Never was there a more fatal error, nor one 
that bas been productive of more injury to indivi- 
dual piety, the peace of society, or the cause of 
Christianity.—Such has been its effects throughout 
Christendom, that there is now not one ina bun 

dred belonging to a society that is ina fit state to 
be unloosed from it. Like those who have jong 
been accustomed to slavery and bondage, they 
seem incapable of managing themselves if suddenly 
brought into the enjoyment of liberty.—New views 
ail principles of action must be formed, and more 
true piety, integrity, and uprightness, must be es- 
tablished in the heart, before they can bring eithe: 
credit to themselves or the cause of Christ, by 


In this con- 


coming out from all sects, and professing to belong 
to Christ and him only, and to own no other for 
their guide and master. 

People have so often been called to rally unde: 
one standard after another, which after all has pro- 
ved no betterthan those which preceded it, that it 
is to be hoped no one hereafter, by himself or in 
connexion with others, will put forth unwarranted 
claims to attention, er attempt to hew out another 
broken cistern, but be careful to enforce only that 
which is important and directly calculated to make 
society better. Mankind have been deceived and 
deluded long enough, and sects and parties are al- 
ready sufficiently numerous without adding any 
more to the catalogue.—They have all failed to es- 
tablish righteousness in the earth. Among them 
one is contending for one unimportant sentiment, 
usage, or form of religion, and another for some- 
thing else of just as little consequence. In the mean- 
time the more weighty precepts and duties of reli- 
gion are unattended to and unheeded ; integrity and 























principle are in a low and fallea condition, and 
scarcely any are to be found that are truly and sin- 
cerely seeking to become right. This sad and sor- 
rowful state of things will not continue always. 
The Lord wil! arise and plead his own cause, aod it 
shall prevail over every thing which rises up to op- 
pose it. 

Let every one, therefore, see that he builds wholly 
on a right foundation, and calls no one’s attention 
to any thing which is not really important and cal- 
culated to improve mankind. Christendom has 
long been feeding on husks, and it has produced 
leanness and death throughout her borders. It is 
now time that every one should truly seek to be- 
come right, and to act right in every respect. This 
is the reformation that is now so much wanting— 
the sect to which every one should immediately 
join. To de the will of our Father in heaven, is 
the essence of all true religion. Preaching, going 
to meeting, praying, or whatsoever else aman may 
do, is all vain and worthless, unless it cause him, 
with a single eye, to endeavour to do the will 
of God. Reformer. 

—g—_ 
FUNDS FOR MANUFACTURING MINIS- 
TERS ON A LARGE SCALE. 

The contributions of the Presbyterian church, 
and of the Congregational churches in the United 
States, to the different funds appropriated to the 
education of young men for the ministry, has 
amounted, during the last year, to 100,004 dollars. 
The number of young men who have received as- 
sistance during the same period towards becoming 
“competent religious teachers,” is three hundred 
and twenty-nine. “We rejoice, and will rejoice,” 
says the General Assembly 1 their report, * that so 
much has been done.” 

If the business of educating such numerous 
hordes of young men for the ministry continues to 
go forward as it has for some time past, ere long the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian church, and 
some other bodies in “ fraternal intercourse” with 
them, will be able to rejoice that they have gotten 
the victory over all other sects, as well as obtained 
the rule and government of this country. Witness 
the commencement and progress of the Jesuits; 
and then see their triumph and complete ascenden- 
cy in every country in Europe. These trained up 
young men present a body somewhat similar to the 
Jesuits: the religious orders to which they belong 
proceed much in the same manner, and unless they 
are arrested in their course, and their plans dis- 
countenanced by the people, the time will come 
when nothing like true liberty or true religion will 
exist in our land. Ibid. 

-—<>- --—- 
PERSECUTION IN FRANCE, 
[From the Paris Eloile, Aug. 4.) 

Court of Cassation.—There exists at present in 
the Commune of Prischeville, some men who call 
themselves Christians, because they acknowledge 
the divinity of Jesus Christ, but who pretend that 
one ought not to believe in the efficacy of the sa- 
‘raments, and that one ought to acknowledge no 


GOSPEL HERALD. 19) 





other instruction than that which results from the 
reading of the Bible. These sectaries have no mi 
nisters: he who at their meetings imagines himself 
inspired, speaks and gives a lesson to his brethren 
They are called pietistes or inspires. They have 
no regular place of worship, and their meetings 
take place in private houses. Among these men 
there are some who seek to make proselytes, and 
their attempts have produced great disturbances. 
By the terms of the Penal Code, article 291, there 
can be no meeting of persons beyond the number 
of twenty, in private houses, unless by authority from 
the Mayor. ‘The new Mayor having refused this 
authority, the Pietistes were prosecuted for an in 
fringement of the law. They were also accused of 
exercising the profession of instructers without the 
authority of the University, and of having outraged 
the public religion and morality of the state. The 
Tribunal of Correctional Police of Strasburg con- 
demned some of them as guilty of aa infraction of 
the articles 29 and 294 of the Penal Code; and 
one of them, named Normann, as having outraged 
the religion of the state and public morality. The 
Inspires appealed from this sentence. 

Maitre Isambert, the Advocate of the Pietistes, 
contended to-day, before the Supreme Court, that 
to prosecute his clients, was to violate the fifth arti 
cle of the charter, according to which, “ every one 
shall profess his religion, equal liberty, and shall ob 
tain for his mode of worship the same protection.” 
He also contended, that this article of the charte: 
abrogated articles 291 and 294 of the Penal Code. 

M. de Laplaque Barris, Advocate General, show 
ed that the charter protected all religions, the pro- 
fession of which took place in public churches, but 
that it could not protect a meeting of one or tw: 
hundred persons in a private house, and by this 
means they placed themselves without the surveil 
lance of the public magistrate. He then observed, 
that the name of religion could not be given to the 
opinions of sectaries, who admitted no rule—ac 





knowledge no ministers—and only acted according 
tu the inspirations of the most stunid men. The 
oracle of the Pietistes of Richeviller, is at present 
a journeyman baker. From these considerations, 
the Advocate General thought that the court ought 
to comply with the demand of the Attorney Gene 
ral of Colmar. The Court retired, and we sha! 
hereafter communicate its decision. Ibid. 
—<g>-—. 
OWENISM AT AN END. 

Our readers will recollect Robert Owen’s Ova 
tion, in which he boasted great things. The news 
papers state, that Qwen’s New-Harmony establish 
nient has broken up, and Owen himself cleared our 
for New-Orleans! Also, that the said boasting re 
former, R. Owen, said, be found the people so un 
tractable, that he could not manage them. It ap- 
pears the “ man machine” is more diflicult to be 
managed than Robert Owen has been aware of, 
This man, who bas vainly attempted to lay prostrate 
in the dust, the bonds of civil society which have 
been sanctioned by the wisdom of ages, has only 





succeeded in making himself appear ridiculous! 
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So much for human wisdom, opposed to the Scrip- 
tures of truth! We wish Mr. Qwen a safe return to 
New-Lanark, Scotland; and his duped admirers to 
their reason, and good old common sense! 

The New-York Enquirer says,“ Mr. Qwen is a 
man of good intentions, but he is at the same time 
weak-minded and visionary. The notion has taken 
possession of his brain, to the exclusion of all 
others, that the whole system of society needs re- 
form, and that he is the apostle deputed to bring it 
about. He has but this one idea in his head, and it 
has plunged him already into many ludicrous and 
some awkward scrapes. He means to do away with 
the Christian religion—with all the artificial dis- 
tinctions of society—with the prevalent modes of 
education—with the universal code of morality— 
with the body of human laws, and with nearly 
all humane feelings and passians. What can be 
more chimerical? The persons congregated at 
New-Harmony are unmanageable materials to 
commence with. They are mostly the dissatis- 
fied and the destitute, who have been exiled by 
others from the little social platoon to which they 
originally belonged.” 

~~ — a | 
Missionary Priests in France. 

The Missionary Priests in France are ens a- 
vouring to support Popery by the adoption of an old 
device which we had thought would never have 
been revived. They advise their adherents to burn 
all books that contain opinions hostile to the Ro- 
man Catholic system ; and inany persons have been 
foolish enough to comply with theirs directions. 
Above 500 volumes, containing the works of the 
French Philosophers, were burned the other day at 
Toulouse, in the presence of a large assembly. 
We should have been much more surprised at this 
silly scheme, did we not know that the devil is 
doomed to be outwitted. 

London Baptist Magazine. 
—~<s-—— 

Paris.—An association has been formed at Paris, 
for supporting Roman Catholic Missionaries in 
Asia aud America. Auxiliaries are formed in vari- 
ous parts of the kingdom. Subscriptions last year 
amounted to 80,000 francs. The first report was 
published at Lyons, in September last. 

Phil. Ref. 
—iiire~ 

The king of Prussia [a Protestant] has presented 
the Pope with 20,000 florins towards building the 
. Church of St. Paul at Rome. His Holiness thank- 
ed him, and said that when Protestant churches 
wereto be rebuilt he hoped Catholics would be 
equally liberal. English Paper. 

—~- 
BOUNDARIES OF CHRISTENDOM, 

Take a map of the world, and encircle with your 
pencil those countries where woman is not a pri- 
soner or a slave, where life and property are secu- 
red* by any thing like a well regulated policy, 
where civilized manners have obtained and gene- 
ral science has burst the fetters of the mind, and 
you will encircle precisely those regiogs gn which 





the rays of revelation shine. The boundary of lighe 
NY. Paper. 


is the pale of Christendom. 
a 
European avarice has been glutted, says the 


London Evangelical Magazine, with the murder of 
280,000,000 of blacks, since the commencement of 
that horrid traffic of the Christian world, the Slave 
Trade. Evangelical Witness. 


—__— 

Spain.—According to official lists sent to the 
minister of Justice, there are in Spain 800,000 beg. 
gars. Of this number, Andalusia furnishes about 
one third, and it is one to every third family. 

Boston Recorder. 

[Such are the consequences of a numerons and 

avarious priesthood in that country.) Reformer. 
—>— 
Funds for Missionary purposes. 

The receipts of the “ American Board of Com. 
missioners for Foreign Missions,” during the past 
year, amount to 61,616 dollars and 25 cents, be 
sides 4175 dollars and 68 cents which have been 
added to the permanent funds,—making in the 
whole 65,791 dollars and 98 cents. The “ United 
Foreign Mission Society” has recently united with 
the American Boarg of Commissioners, which will 
cause a great augmentation of their funds and their 
influence, unless the population of our country get 
to see the inutility of their schemes and refuse to 
support them by their contributions. B. 


—<—— 
More Theological Seminaries. 

A plan of a Literary and Theological Semina 
has been formed by the Synod of South Caroline 
and Georgia, and 30,000 dojlars subscribed to its 
funds. nh. 

—_>— 


Drunkards.—A writer in the National Philar- 
thropist, calculates that there are at least 35,000 
drunkards in New England; and a writer in the 
Literary Gazette, states that there are not less than 
7000 paupers in Massachnsetts, supported at an ex 
pense to the state of $360,000 annually, and that at 
least one half of these were reduced to want by 
intemperate drinking. qb. 

a 
THE WISDOM OF THE PRUDENT. 

“The wisdom of the prudent,” says Solomon, 
“is to understand his way ; but the folly of fools» 
deceit.” Paul says, “ Be angry, and sin not.”” Ar 
ger is, in a qualified sense, inseparably connected 
with the very constitution of peccable beings 
But, at the same time, imperfect man may s0 for 
listen to the counsels of wisdom, as to keep with: 
the bounds of prudence, have his way cleari; 
marked out, and walk safely. If we are censure¢ 
for believing differently from others, and if those 
who censtre us manifest a spirit and temper of u» 
qualified hostility, may it be our pride, to let ther 
hear away this palm of victory, and have an undis 
puted pre-eminence in folly and madness. 
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